Bletsoe May Garland Song

This picture and song were supplied to the Bedfordshire Times in 1960 by Miss Kate Campion, who was born at
Bletsoe Castle in 1883, and lived there until 1916. The song is similar to other May Songs collected in nearby villages,
but the words have clearly been rewritten with a religious slant, possibly to counter concerns over the pagan nature
of May revels. This suggests that the girls may have been rehearsed by one of the gentry who had an interest in the
revival of folk music, song, and crafts that was taking place at the time, possibly a member of the Campion family.
Altering the words of traditional songs was, unfortunately, a common practice among Victorian song collectors (cf.
alterations by the eminent collector, Revd Sabine Baring-Gould).
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May Day long ago! In gquaint but pretty frocks and
garlands a party ot oirl “ Mauvers” i Bletsoe cluster
solemnly and intently before an ancient camera to “ wateh
the birdie . The group includes Edith Armstrong, Edith
Surridge, Lizzie Lamb, Nellie Lamb, Emily White, Lucy
Robinson, Nellie Robinson, and Annie Church.

Bletsoe May'ers, c1898 This photograph appeared with a short article and the words of the Bletsoe May song in the
Bedfordshire Times of 29 April 1960. Edith Armstrong (left) was born in the spring of 1889 and would have been
about 9 years old at the time this photograph was taken.
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Bletsoe

Outside the front entrance of Bletsoe Castle, with the garland they carried from door to door, singing the May Song
and collecting money.
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