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$12,1 = Kinberg, Sheldon He (Pml) 4th Ind, | ~(C/AA/alw)
367th Bomb 8q (H), AFO 557, 4 Ootober, 1944, .

70t Commanding Officer, 306th Bombardment Group (E), AFO 567,
le BEnlisted Man concernec - basio commmniocation was killed on 26 April, e
1944, when B=17G airoreft § 42=31469, in which he was flying, crashed and burnedeidiy.
shortly after take-off on an operational missione
2, Thore was one survivor)from the orash, g@% GEBRGZ 8. LITTLEF
but since he was flying the talY position, he was unabls to explain the reas
for the orash, and since he was rather seriously injured, was unable to give
any details surmounding it
S¢ Grounded flying personrel and mechanics who were watching the take=
off reported that they saw one of the aircraft's engines on fire very shortly
after it beoame airborne, and sinoe the crash oocurred very near this airdrame,
it was assumed that the pilot banked too steeply and without sufficient altitude
in en attempt to bring the airoraft in for & landing,
4¢ Other members of the crew who were killed at the same time and their
_ —nearest relatives and addresses are:
/" - (. 4-2pd Lt DONALD J, SCEAEFER, 0=754381 //# Mrs. June M, Schaefer, 7111 Ross
. _ __ Btreet, Sioux City, Iowm (Wife)
. 4 <°nd Lt FLOYD B, HENRY, O=814898 < "% Mrs, Blisabeth Hemry, 9 Warwiok
'- 8t, Quiney, Mass, (Mother)
.- 4 .- Znd Lt WILLARD A, TRANSETH, 0=702985 /74 Mrs, Nora A, Holmgren, Mcther, 206
| Fern Avemue, Walla Walla, Wash,
‘g wil4% 204 Lt ROY A, MoKINNEY, 0-757006 © ¥ {77 Mrs, Eeleme MoKinney, Mother,
' 7050 Merrill Avemue, Chiecago, Ill,
/¢t Charles B, Weller, 15110110 774 ~ Mre, Charles B, Weller, IR § 1,
Miamisburg, Ohio, (Wife)
8/Agt John W, Byrd, 16170062 4%@ X  Mrs, John W, Byrd, 240 Horison Ave.,
Venice, Calif,, (Mother)
\ Sgt Roma1d K, Minter, Jr., 16196568 X474 Mre, Renald K. Minter, RFD § 2,
, Kenton, ON.o, (loﬁurs
Sgt John C. Simons, 33596385 . .~ 7/# Mre, Anna D, Simoms, 6228 N, 21st
Street, Piladelphia, Fa,, (Mother)
8« In case the correspondent would 1ike to oon*act 8/Bgt Littlefield, it is
suggested that he write him at his home address since he has transferred to the
Zone of the Interior and this organisation has no record of his present Army
address, His home address is General Delivery, Woodruff, Souta Carolima,
P For the Squadron Commander :

) o

ST i A INELAG A “DONALD L. an.;.. Cdam
- / Captain, Air Corpe,
VPR ‘r‘/ Adjutant,
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thought to have hit on the airfield. On a second run the cloud -
cover was 10/10ths and no bombs were dropped.

The 367th had only two ships on this mission. They were spares
that filled in as #5 in the lead squadron and #6 i{n the high
squadron, which were left blank by aborts. Neither of our A/C
bombed. The pilots were Lts. Louis F. Matichka and Ben H. Peters.
No E/A were seen and only meager, inaccurate flak was at the
coast. None of the 306th A/C suffered damage and all returnped.

26 BRUNSWICK - Today's mission was to Brunswick, with Lt. Col.
George Buckey, 367th commander, leading the Group and the 40th
Combat Wing. He completed his tour with this missfon. Take off
was before dawn, on instruments, at 0536 hours. Our Squadron was
flying high squadron for the 306cth and was led by Lt. Henry E.
Hanson.

On takeoff, Lt. Donald J. Schaefer's #1 engine stopped and the
plane stalled out and crashed about a mile and a half from the
field. The plane completely disintegrated and burned, killing
everyone aboard except Sgt. Ceorge S. Littlefield, the tail
gunner, who was operating the Aldis lamp to warn other A/C of
their position. This was the only part of the plane not consum-
ed by the fire. This ship was loaded with nickels, and consequen-
tly there was no large explosion. Although seriously injured,
Sgt. Littlefield is expected to recover. Other members of Lt.
Schaefer's crew were: Lts. Floyd D. Henry, Willard A. Transeth,
and Roy A. McKinney; and Sgts. Charles E. Weller, Sheldon H. Kin-
berg, John W. Byrd, D. M. Minter, Jr., and John C. Simons.

The cloud cover was 10/10ths at the target and bombing was PFF.
No E/A were seen and flak at the target was inaccurate. At Dum-
mer Lake, flak was described as moderate and accurate. All planes
recturned with no crew members injured.

Other 367th pilots were Lts. Louis F. Matichka, Ben H. Peters,
Ralph B. Malsom and Bernard J. McGuire.

27 NOBALL,FRANCE ~ Today sets a new precedent and another “firsc"
has been passed. Today, for the first time, two mission were run
by the 8th AF in a single day. The 367th participated in both.

The first mission was on a Noball target in Northern France. Our

Squadron flew five A/C in the high squadron of the 306th, and was
led by Lt. Henry E. Hanson. Other pilots were Lts. Perry Raster,

Louis F. Matichka, Ralph B. Malsom and Edward W. Magee.

The weather was good and our bombs fell with possibly good results.
About one fourth of our bombs were on target and the remainder fell

short.




" licjor Jolhm A, Mo re.

Our A/C 169-K, pilot Schaefor, croshed »t Bletsoe Custle on tule—off. According

.to Captain Witt, it was probably « cuestion of motor trouble and then trying to

feather the motor and fly instruments at the same time,

According to the loading list, those on board were:
Pilot. 2md Lt. D. J, Scheefer,
Co-pilot 2nd Lt. F. B. Henry
Navipotor 2nd Lt. ¥/, A. Transeth )
Bombadier 2nd Lt., R. A. McKinney
Ensineer T/Srt. C. E. Weller

Redio S/Sgt. S. H. Kinberg
Wai st S/set. J. Vi, Byrd
Waist Sgt. D. M, Minter Jr,

Ball T, Sgt. J. C., Simons
Tail G. Sgte G. S. Littlefield,

Of these, the hospitel (Capt. Munal) reports all killed except Sgt. Littlefield,
tail gunner who, though cut and burned, will most certainly pull through, his
injuries, under the circumstances, being "surprisingly slight",

This A/C was loaded with eight nickel bombs each bomb containing mixed G-35's and 36
Lt, Murtha has been sent out to look over the situation and pick up scattered
nickels, if any, :

/

Capt. Baldwin,




A/C RETURNING EARLY - NOT DISPATCHED

Pilot Switzer had difficulty at take off, changed to A/C 765-D, tuking off
at 0635. Went direct to Lowestoft but did not locate group. Brought
back 10 x 500 M43's.

Our spare A/C 431-F, pilot Baldwin, and spare A/C D@-ﬁ, Pilot Koch
filled in. _ ag

A/C 148-K, pilot Carlson, unused spare, brought back 0 x 500 Mi3's,

Revort of Crushed #/C.

our A/C 169K, niloy Schaeler, creshed at ficld mnoar RBletsoe Costle on take off,

Accorling to C:ptrin Witt, it wes probubly & question of rotor tyrouble and Ithen
tiryine to feathep and ¥BXXHE prop and {1y instrunents #t the same time.:

Of the crew as listed on attacked interoration form, Captain Funal BELOUAXN
reports all killed except Spt. Littlefield, teil gunner who, though cut and burned
seriously, will inost certainly pull through.

This A/C, loaded with 8 niclel bombs filled with mixed G-35's ard 36ts, is
comp'etely destroyed. One bomb contsining nickels was salvaged. Others, scattered
around X¥EX0§ wreckame, all burned under supervision of Lt lurtha,

re

Official crash reports for B17 adjacent Castle Féffn,_ZG April 1944



