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Lathams Falconry, by Symon Latham of Bletsoe

Symon Latham (born 1575 approx, died 1645 approx) was Parish Clerk of Bletsoe in the first half of the 17th century,
and prior to that was probably falconer to the St John family of Bletsoe Castle. He married his second wife Elizabeth
Peer of Bletsoe, in Bletsoe Church on February 27th 1626, and as far as is known lived in the Parish Clerk's Cottage
that stood on the site of 22 & 24 The Avenue. His book on Falconry was the first so be published, and despite
recommending what today might be regarded as somewhat cruel practices, he is nonetheless regarded as the
founder of modern falconry. Symon's brother, Lewis, was falconer to Charles 1, and probably preceded Symon as
falconer to Oliver, 1st Baron St John of Bletso. Both Symon and Lewis had sons named Oliver christened in Bletsoe.
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Lewis Latham, falconer to Charles |

Lewis Latham was falconer to Charles |, and brother of Symon Latham, Parish Clerk of Bletsoe and author of the first
published book on falconry in 1633. Lewis Latham was almost certainly a resident of Bletsoe - his son Oliver was
baptized here on 4th June 1607 - and may have preceded his brother as falconer to Lord St John, subsequently being
poached by Charles | during one of his visits to Bletsoe.
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