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FARM.

A serious fire occurred at Bletsoe Castle
Farmm on Weduesday. About 245 p.m. a
man working in a field opposite the farm-
noticed that a straw stack was on fire
at the rear of the main buildings of the
farmm. He raised an alarnn immediately,
‘and men rushed to the scene. Mr. Atfield,
‘the foreman, informed Mrs. Measures, who
‘immediately telephoned for the Bedford
and Rushden Brigades.

The Bedford Brigade received the call
at 2.50 p.m., and turned out under Second
Officer Grice. On arrival at approximately
13.20, they discovered that four stacks, to-
| gether with a considerable section of the
'1farm_buildings, were well alight. An ample
Isupply of water was available from a large
| pond near by, and the brigade at once got
| to work on the buildings, as the fire, driven
Iby the wind, was rapidly approaching the
main section of the farmn and the house.
For the time being it was therefore essen-
‘tial to neglect the stacks and to endeavour
{ito protect the farm property, and in this
iithe brigade were suecessful. ;

About 3.30 p.m, the Rushden Fire Brigade

tirice they concentra their efforts upon
(the fire in the stacks and were able to
' prevent any further -spread in this direc-
tion.
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' Before the arrival of the brigades many
helpers had concentrated on the removal
. of the live stock from the buildings. This
' was succcssfully accomplished in the face
~of great diffieulties, Horses were turned
loose and cows, calves. and pigs were re-
noved. TSeveral calves and pigs had to be
‘earried out bodilv. and a Hereford bull,
‘which got rather wild, gave some trouble.
No live siock was lost,

One of the buildings involved was u large
poultry house, fromm which the farm people
‘had fortunately been able to release the
birds, although a considerable number of
eggs and nesting apparatus was destroved.
| as was3 also a considerable amount of
machinery housed in some of the other
. buildings. One large loft which was de-
| stroyed had up to a few dars previously
ibean stacked with wvaluable straw. but for-
|

"tunately this had been removed. The |
| Rushden Brigade were able to leave at
j,about 7.30 p.n. and the Bedford Brigade,
irafter having made all secure, returned to
I|Bedford at 11.30 p.m.

The propertv, of which Tord St. John !
‘is the lendlord. was insured. Mr. Charles
Measures. the tenant, who was away from
home, returned just as the fire had been
| got in hand.
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(I The fire is believed to have been caused |
iby a boy playing with matches. He was
itheing kept away from school because of
' ill-health. We are informed that the dam-
age is estimated at £600Q,
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